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To the Editors and Reviewers of Acta Médica Portuguesa

Subject: Resubmission of the Original Article titled “Short and long-term efficacy of laparoscopic ovarian diathermy in women with polycystic ovary syndrome”

Dear Sir/Madam

We are pleased to resubmit the revised version of the Original Article “Short and long-term efficacy of laparoscopic ovarian diathermy in women with polycystic ovary syndrome” for reconsideration for publication in Acta Médica Portuguesa. We are very much thankful to the reviewers for their thorough review, and we have revised the paper taking into account their useful suggestions. The paper was rewritten to answer their questions and provide more clarity. We hope our revision has improved the paper and have addressed all comments.

Reviewer A comment 1
It would be interesting to know and specify the number of patients who were submitted to different infertility treatments (CC, gonadotropins treatment, etc..).

Information regarding the number of patients who were submitted to ovulation induction with gonadotrophins, intrauterine insemination and in vitro fertilization is now specified. Concerning the exact number of patient treated with clomiphene citrate is difficult to ascertain since many of our patients were referred from other hospitals and clinics after that treatment had been attempted and we did not have access to their previous records.

Reviewer A comment 2
It can be said how many punctures were applied?

The number of punctures applied to the ovaries was not recorded on operative notes. We usually perform 6 to 10 holes.

Reviewer A comment 3
Correct this information “(referencia)”

This information was an error and is now corrected. Since specific complications of LOD are reviewed after this general statement, reference was considered to be unnecessary. 

Reviewer B comment 1
This manuscript is relevant and describes the results of one institution regarding ovarian laparoscopic diathermy. Although it is not new the results can help counselling PCO patients trying to conceive. The limitations of the study are the heterogeneity of the sample namely concerning ethnicity and presence of concomitant infertility factors as this may affect the results. 

The main goal of our study was in fact to determine the efficacy of LOD in patients with PCOS referred to our centre regardless of concomitant infertility factors, type of infertility or previous infertility treatments and that was acknowledged as sources of bias in discussion. Ethnicity was added as a variable that may contribute to heterogeneity.

Reviewer B comment 2
The authors should include references for the pregnancy results that are listed in paragraph 3. 

References regarding pregnancy results stated in introduction were almost at the end of the paragraph and that issue was now corrected.

Reviewer B comment 3
The presence of unilateral disease and the option for unilateral diathermy (results, paragraph 2) in these situations should be better explained as PCO is a systemic disease and occurs in both ovaries. 

We clarified the reason for this option in our patients. Nevertheless, the Cochrane systematic review (reference 15) evaluated the results of five studies that compared unilateral and bilateral LOD and concluded that there was no evidence of a significant difference in livebirth, pregnancy, ovulation and miscarriage rates. This information was added to the discussion.

Reviewer B comment 4
Overall the article is well written and may contribute to counselling PCO patients.
	We very much appreciate the comment.

Reviewer C comment 1

This article brings one more time for discussion this 2nd line treatment whose effectiveness is once again demonstrated. Although it involves a surgical approach, behaving this way some risks, this work also highlights an advantage not always mentioned, since it allows in the same operative time, investigate other possible causes of infertility. Overall, the issue was addressed in a cohesive manner through a well structured and based reasoning.

	We very much appreciate the comment.
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