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Reviewers comments:
Reviewer B, Comment 1: This is a comprehensive review of the subject and clearly tailored for the Portuguese market where only Ferric carboxymaltose is available iv. This does, however, create a potentially biased perspective. It probably should be mentioned that Monofer is also out there and, although it did not better that oral. neither did Ferinject in the only head to head published (Kulnigg 2008).
Reply – In this consensus paper, we mention the results of the PROCEED study (comparing Monofer with oral iron sulfate) in the section “Treatment of iron deficiency anaemia in inflammatory bowel disease”, aiming at minimizing the possibility of biased recommendations. Nonetheless, we would like to point out that in the PROCEED study it was not possible to demonstrated the non-inferiority of Monofer versus oral iron sulfate (“Non-inferiority in change of Hb to week 8 could not be demonstrated. There was a trend for oral iron sulfate being more effective in increasing Hb than iron isomaltoside 1,000. The estimated treatment effect was -0.37 (95% CI: -0.80, 0.06) with P=0.09 in the full analysis set (N=327)”, cited from Reinisch et al. Am J Gastroenterol. 2013;108(12):1877-88). Whereas, in Kulnigg 2008 the non-inferiority of Ferinject versus oral iron sulfate was demonstrated (“The median Hb improved from 8.7 to 12.3 g/dL in the FeCarb group and from 9.1 to 12.1 g/dL in the FeSulf group, demonstrating noninferiority (P= 0.6967)”, cited from Kulnigg et al. Am J Gastroenterol. 2008;103(5):1182-92).
Reviewer B, Comment 2: I disagree with statement 7 (which in any case should probably be in section 4 where there is some evidence for B12 and folic acid mentioned).
Reply – We rephrased this statement to avoid misinterpretation. In this case, the word “dosage” was used to signify a “measurement” of vitamin B12 and folic acid levels. We understand that this formulation can be misinterpreted and, therefore, we rephrased it as “An annual assessment of vitamin B12 and folic acid is recommended in patients with IBD (…)”.  

Reviewer B, Comment 3: I also think the recent ECCO guidelines (Journal of Crohn's Colitis Jan 2015) should be referenced.
Reply – The recent ECCO guidelines are now referenced in the introduction section of this consensus paper.
Reviewer B, Comment 4. Previous intolerance to oral iron supplements?
Reply – We thank the reviewer for the comment. Correction implemented.
Reviewer B, Comment 5. I dont agree with the statement as it stands. It is vague-and as it stands implies that vitamin B12 (im, oral?) should be given to all patients with IBD. There is no evidence for this (nothing at all stated below).
Reply – As explained in comment 2 this statement does not refer to supplementation of vitamin B12 and folic acid. The statement was properly revised to avoid misinterpretation. 

Reviewer B, Comment 6. Strictly speaking-haemopoetic cell iron requirements?
Reply – We thank the reviewer for the comment. Correction implemented.
Reviewer B, Comment 7. Statement 15 - This is dangerously product specific.

Reply – This substance is specified based on the evidence and availability in the Portuguese market. As referenced in this section of the paper, ferric carboxymaltose was shown to be effective in the prevention of recurrent anaemia by Evstatiev et al. (“Anaemia recurred in 26.7% of subjects given ferric carboxymaltose and in 39.4% given placebo. The time to anaemia recurrence was longer in the ferric carboxymaltose group (hazard ratio, 0.62; 95% confidence interval, 0.38-1.00; P = .049”, cited from Evstatiev et al. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2013;11(3):269-77). 
Reviewer B, Comment 8. Confusing-should state “iron dficiency without anaemia”.

Reply – We thank the reviewer for the comment. Correction implemented.
Reviewer B, Comment 9. This should be in the diagnosis section above.

Reply – We thank the reviewer for the comment. Correction implemented.
Reviewer B, Comment 10. Confusing-in FERGICOR its clear that carboxymalose was better than sucrose.
Reply – We thank the reviewer for the comment. This sentence was reformulated.
Additional Note: All text editing changes highlighted in in the document were properly implemented.
PAGE  
1

