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Figure 1 — Firm erythematous alopecic plaques on the scalp (A). Dermoscopy (10x) showing milky-red areas and polymorphous vessels
(linear-irregular, arborising and dotted) (B).

A 63-year-old woman presented with an eight-month history of multiple round alopecic plaques in the parieto-occipital
region, associated with erythema and firm induration (Fig. 1A), previously treated with topical clobetasol, without improve-
ment. She had a history of hormone receptor—positive breast carcinoma treated in 2006 and in 2013 for a local recurrence,
having been in remission since then. The dermoscopy showed milky-red areas and polymorphous vessels (Fig. 1B) and
the biopsy demonstrated dermal infiltration by an epithelial carcinoma with glandular and trabecular architecture. The im-
munohistochemistry confirmed the diagnosis of a cutaneous metastasis from breast carcinoma (ER/PR 100% positive,
CK7+, CK20-, HER2-), and staging positron emission tomography/computed tomography revealed multiple concomitant
blastic bone metastases. She was referred to Oncology and started therapy with letrozole and ribociclib, with improvement
of the erythema and induration of the lesions. Alopecia neoplastica is uncommon but should be considered when indurated
alopecic plaques arise in patients with a history of malignancy, particularly breast carcinoma.’?
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