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Quality of Artemisinin-Based Combination Formulations for
Malaria Treatment: Prevalence and Risk Factors for Poor Quality
Medicines in Public Facilities and Private Sector Drug Outlets in
Enugu, Nigeria

Harparkash Kaur [&], Elizabeth Louise Allan, Ibrahim Mamadu, Zoe Hall, Ogochukwu Ibe, Mohamed EI Sherbiny,
Albert van Wyk, Shunmay Yeung, Isabel Swamidoss, Michael D. Green, Prabha Dwivedi, Maria Julia Culzoni, Sian Clarke, [ --- ].
Obinna Onwujekwe [ view all ]

Published: May 27, 2015 « DOI: 10.1371/joumnal.pone.0125577
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Artemisinin-based combination therapies are recommended by the World Health Organisation
Discussion (WHO) as first-line treatment for Plasmodium falciparum malaria, yet medication must be of
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Press Office

The London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine is committed to working in partnership with
the media to help encourage greater public interest and understanding of science, tropical
medicine and public health.

We are always happy to meet with journalists to talk through interesting areas of work, or to
discuss ideas as to how we might participate in media initiatives to bring issues related to
science and public health into the wider domain.

Latest news
News and press archive

Videos and podcasts - hear our scientists discuss a wide range of global health issues.

For further information please contact:

Katie Steels, Media Manager

News and press archive

People search

Media enquiries

Press office
T: +44 (0) 207 927 2802

Tweets by @LSHTMpress
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Substandard medicines more prevone Z U5t malaria-burdened country

A rigorous analysis of more than 3,000 antimalarials purchased in Enugu, Migeria found 9.3% to be of
poor quality, according to new research publishad in PLOS ONE.

Researchers found 1.2% of the samples to be falsified and 1.3% to be degraded, but raised bigger
concerns about 6.8% being of substandard manufacture, leaving patients at risk of not receiving the

correct treatment dose and potentially contributing to the development of resistance to the main drug
used to treat malaria.

The drug quality team of the Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy (ACT) Consortium at the London
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine analysed 3,024 antimalarials containing artemisinin (the
component that makes malaria treatment effective) from Enugu Metropolis, South East Nigeria, which

has a population of 3.3 million. Nigeria is the single most heavily malaria-burdened country in the world,
with 48 million malaria cases and 180,000 deaths per year.
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DOES NIGERIA HAVE POOR QUALITY MALARIA DRUGS?

A recent study Dy the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine found that 1 in 10 Malaria
drugs in Nigeria are of poor quality. However, the report also states that this latest research is more
reassuring compared to previous studies. |s Nigeria losing the battle against malaria? Dr
Harparkash Kaur, lead investigator of the study joins CNBC Adfrica for more
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Interactive training programmes for health

workers could reduce overdiagnosis of Interactive training halves

malaria by half and help prevent valuable malaria overdiagnosis and
y PP prevents wastage of drugs

drugs from being wasted on patients who LONDON SCHOOL OF HYGIENE & TROPICAL
don't have the disease, according to new MEDICINE
research published on World Malaria Day in
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Tackling malaria overdiagnosis through CONTENTS
Interactive training Home
Guest contributor Débora Miranda is technical communications officer at the Our featured projects
ACT Consartium, based at the London School of Hygiene & Traopical Medicine, Contact us
UK.
Did you know that most people who receive antimalarials don't actually have BLOG
malaria, and most people who have malaria don't have access to treatment?
Blog home
It's a known fact for many in the malaria community, but [ was certainly
surprised to hear about it when I first joined the artemisinin-based CATEGORIES

combination therapv (ACT) Consortium. an international research collaboration
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@gateshealth

The Gates Foundation Global Hea’tlt“ Work hamesses advances in science and
technology to save fives in developing countries.

Seattie, WA - gatesfoundation_org/polio

Gates Health (¢ . 4
Hands-on training halves malarla diagnosis, helping avoid drug waste
gates.ly/1nNvOOL #WorldMalariaDay
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= Mostrar disponibilidade
=Explicar a uma crianca de 11 anos

= KISS: Keep it short & simple

= Colaborar no processo de assessoria
= Contribuir para literacia

= Divulgar non-breakthroughs
(e.g. prevencao)
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Informar a populagdo sobre perturbacbes mentais
€ obra de uma sociedade e a comunicacdo social é
a voz institucionalizada dessa mesma sociedade.

Mas, para cumprir tal tarefa, também eles

[jornalistas] devem ser esclarecidos sobre o que a ’
arte médica e a ciéncia hoje dizem sobre a
perturbacdo mental.
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-- Huffington Post




A glass of red wine is the equivalent to an hour at the gym Yo u Tu he

-- Huffington Post
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Technology is altering how people receive, share, and debate information;
the internet and rise of social media are accelerating the speed and spread of information.

-- World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH)
Communicating Complex Health Messages Forum 2015
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“When we privilege scientific information
over other forms of knowledge,
we lose something very important,
because those numbers have no categories
to describe things like suffering.
Artists help with that
—and TV is excellent at doing that.”

Christopher van Tulleken
(Imperial College London)
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“There’s a shift in which feelings trump facts more
freely and with less resistance.

Because facts are easily turned into lies; because with
information overload we prefer opinions.”

Art of the lie

Economist
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Audience driven

Digital media, real time

« Top down
« Traditional media,
accuracy first

« Deliberate conversation, |+ Constant conversation
timely

« Expert opinion * Peer opinion
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Why scientists are losing the fight to
communicate science to the public
Richard P Grant

Scientists and science communicators are engaged in a constant battle with
ignorance. But that's an approach doomed to failure
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‘A MAIORIA DAS PESSORS QUE
PRODUZEM CONHECIMENTO
DEVERIAM ESTHR MAIS
PROXIMAS DA SOCIEDADE’

Maria Fernanda Rollo
Secretaria de Estado para a Ciéncia,
Tecnologia e Ensino Superior
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