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TÍTULO DA APRESENTAÇÃO

1. Medical writing as an educational strategy

2. Scientific credibility of the medical students

3. Current status of medical students journals

4. Medical student journals: pros e cons

5. Conclusions and solutions 

Topics
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Medical writing is an effective educational strategy
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Å Of minor importance in evidence-based medicine

Å Undergraduate students’ first experience with medical writing

Å Provide a solid foundation for manuscript preparation and publication

Writing case reports
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Å Medical Writing: Undergraduate Elective Course

Å Nova Medical School: 2nd to 4th year

Å http://web.fcm.unl.pt/moodle/course/view.php?id=320&sesskey=1pEcsAk0UT&switchrole=5

Medical writing training should be available on 
undergraduate medical education
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Medical writing training should be available on 
undergraduate medical education

Å Lifelong learning

Å Evidence-informed practice

Å Structured critical appraisal

Å Participation in research

Å Dissemination of research findings
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Are medical students credible ?
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JohanHam(Leiden, 1651-1723): medical student

Å Animalculeswith tails –spermatozoa (1667)

Å He shared the discovery with van Lewenhoeck

Å van Lewenhoeckstudied his own semen

(obtained by “conjugal coitus” and not by “sinfully defiling” himself)

Å van Lewenhoeckcredited Ham with the discovery
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Other famous discoveries by medical students

Medical student Discovery Year Publication?

William Clarke Ether anesthesia 1842 No

Auguste-MauriceRaynaud Episodic vasoconstriction of the digits 1862 MD thesis

Paul Langerhans Pancreatic islets 1868 Yes

Augusta Klumpke Inferior brachial plexus injury 1885 Yes

RuggeroOddi Bile duct sphincter 1887 Yes

Martin Flack Sinoatrial node 1906 Yes

JayMclean Heparin 1916 Yes

Charles Best Insulin 1921 Yes

Thomas Fogarty Embolectomy catheter 1963 Yes
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Å Dedicated to the publishing of student research:

o Articles authored or co-authored by medical students

Å Student-led:

o Undergraduates as editors and reviewers

o May have the support of senior editors and reviewers

Å Student friendly peerreview process

Medical student journals are:
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Premature discontinuation:

o Lack of enthusiasm or time

o Lack of faculty support

o Poor funding
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Å Educational experience

Å Motivate students to participate in research

Å Encourage students to develop writing competencies

Å An opportunity to experience the submission and peer review process

Å Develop critical appraisal skills

Å Editorial opportunities (ex: sBMJ)

Medical student journals pros:
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Å Peer review process is managed mainly by undergraduates

Å Lack of clinical and critical appraisal skills (editors, reviewers)

Å Low quality studies

Å Lack of indexing and readability (only 1 MSJ is indexed)

Å Lack of sustainability 

Medical student journals cons:
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Å Value as an educational experience

Å May lack quality and sustainability

Å Solutions:

o Peer review leaded by experts

o Partnership with academic institutions or professional groups  

o “Student corners” in peer reviewed journals (Ex: AMP and AMP Student)

Conclusions and solutions for MSJs:
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